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A. REGISTRANT IDENTIFICATION

NAME OF BROKER DEALER:

International Strategy & Investment Group Inc. _ / . >~ OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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ADDRESS OF PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS: (Do ot use P.0. Bo¥ NoJ, u

, . FIRMID. NO.
535 Madison Avenue, 30" Floor s T
(No. and Street) s
New York New York 10022
(City) (State) (Zip Code)
NAME AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF PERSON TO CONTACT IN REGARD TO THIS REPORT
Stephen V. Killorin, IIf T (212) 446-9410

(Area Code — Telephone No.)

B. ACCOUNTANT IDENTIFICATION

INDEPENDENT PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT whose opinion is contained in this Report*

BDO Seidman, LLP
(Name — if individual, state last, first, middle name)
330 Madison Avenue .  New York New ¥ork . . 10017
(Address) e < ThE (City) - (State) (ZipCode)
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supported by a statement of facts and circumstances relied on as the basis for tha.e tion. See section 240.17a-5(e)(2).
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OATH OR AFFIRMATION

I, Stephen V. Killorin. Il , swear (or affirm) that, to the best of my knowledge and belief the accompanying
financial statement and supporting schedules pertaining to the firm of International Strategy & Investment Group
Inc.  , asof _March 31, 2004, are true and correct. I further swear (or affirm) that neither the company nor any
partner, proprietor, principal officer or director has any proprietary interest in any account classified solely as that
of a customer, except as follows:

BARBARA M. O'BRIEN ‘ %}%p /// ~ L
Notary Public, State of New York - : W

meo. olloaeosaom 7/
ad In 38y Count
Torm Expires ?’?‘6/7 [ Y

Signature

Chief Financial Officer

’ 7 : Title

Notary Public

This report** contains (check all applicable boxes):

(a) Facing Page.

(b) Statement of Financial Condition.

(¢) Statement of Income (Loss).

(d) Statement of Cash Flows.

(e) Statement of Changes in Stockholders’ Equity or Partners’ or Sole Proprietor’s Capital.

(f) Statement of Changes in Liabilities Subordinated to Claims of Creditors.

(g) Computation of Net Capital.

(h) Computation for Determination of Reserve Requirements Pursuant to Rule 15¢3-3.

(i) Information Relating to the Possession or Control Requirements Under Rule 15¢3-3. = )

(i) A Reconciliation;including appropriate explanatiti; of the Computation of Net Capital Under Rule 15¢3-1 and the ,
Computation for Determination of the Reserve Requirements Under Exhibit A of Rule 15¢3-3. 7

(k) A Reconciliation between the audited and unaudited Statements of Finantial Condition with respect to methods of
consolidation. :

(1)  An Oath or Affirmation.

(m) A copy of the SIPC Supplemental Report.

(n) A report descr'i'bi'ng any material inadequacies found to exist or found to have existed since the date of the previous audit.
(0) Independgnt-Auditors’ Report on internal accounting control required by SEC Rule 17a-5.

NOOXK O ODOOO0O0O0OXRK

**[For conditions of confidential treatment of cerrain portions of this filing, see section 240.17a-5(e)(3).
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W BDO Seidman, LLP 330 Madiscn Avenue

E B D O Accountants and Consultants New York, New York 10017

5 ® Telephone: (212) 885-8000
= - Fax: (212) 697-1299

Independent Auditors’ Report

The Board of Directors and Stockholders of

International Strategy & Investment Group Inc.
New York, New York

We have audited the accompanying statement of financial condition of International
Strategy & Investment Group Inc. as of March 31, 2004. This financial statement is the
responsibility of the Company’s management. Our responsibility is to express an
opinion on this financial statement based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the
United States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the statement of financial condition is free of
material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the statement of financial condition. An audit
also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall statement of financial condition
presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, the statement of financial condition referred to above presents fairly, in
all material respects, the financial position of International Strategy & Investment
Group Inc. as of March 31, 2004, in conformity with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America.

Al 0 Lol duwn | e

May 3, 2004




International Strategy & Investment Gro

Statement of Financial Ce

March 31, 2004

Assets

Cash and cash equivalents $ 14,123,334
United States Treasury notes, at market value 201,471
Due from clearing and other brokers (Note 1) 3,888,779
Property and equipment, net (Note 2) » 572,504
Due from affiliate (Note 3) 85,206
Other assets 88,654

$ 18,959,948

Liabilities and Stockholders’ Equity

Liabilities:
Accrued employee compensation ' $ 13,756,746
Deferred income 1,514,689
Commissions payable 470,852
Accrued expenses 419,258
Deferred rent 97,034
Accrued state and local taxes 41,000
Total liabilities 16,299,579
Liabilities subordinated to claims of general creditors (Note 7) 550,000
Commitments and contingencies (Notes 1, 5, 6 and 8)
Stockholders’ equity (Note 6) 2,110,369

$ 18,959,948

See accompanying summary of business and significant accounting policies
and notes to statement of financial condition.



International Strategy & Investment Group

Summary of Business and Significant Accounting; 20l

Business

Property and Equipment

Income Taxes

Cash Equivalents

Deferred Rent

Use of Estimates

International Strategy & Investment Group Inc. (“Company”) is a
registered broker/dealer under the Securities Exchange Act of
1934 and is a member of the NASD.

Property and equipment is stated at cost, net of accumulated
depreciation and amortization. Depreciation is calculated on the
straight-line basis over the estimated useful lives of the assets.
Leasehold improvements are amortized over the term of the lease.

The Company has elected to be taxed as an S corporation pursuant
to the Internal Revenue Code and New York State (“NYS”) tax
law. As a result, the Company is not subject to Federal or a
portion of its NYS income taxes. The income or loss of the
Company is reportable by each of the stockholders, as to their
distributive share.

The Company considers all highly liquid debt instruments with an
initial maturity of three months or less that are not held for sale in
the ordinary course of business to be cash equivalents.

The Company has two long-term operating leases under which
rent expense is recognized on a straight-line basis over the lease
term. Deferred rent represents the difference between rent on a
straight-line basis compared to the annual rent paid.

The preparation of a statement of financial condition in
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles requires
management to make assumptions that affect the reported
amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent
assets and liabilities at the date of the statement of financial
condition. Actual results could differ from those estimates.



International Strategy & Investment Grou

Notes to Statement of Financial Cb‘nd
A

1. Due from Clearing The Company has clearing agreements (“Agreements”) with three

and Other brokerage firms (“Brokers™) to clear securities transactions, carry
Brokers/Clearing  customers’ accounts on a fully disclosed basis and carry the
Agreements Company’s account as a customer of the clearing firm, The

Company operates under the exemptive provisions of Securities
and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) Rule 15¢3-3(k)(2)(ii).

The Agreements provide the Brokers with liens upon all cash and
cash equivalents and receivables held by the Brokers. These liens
secure the liabilities and obligations of the Company to the
Brokers. Accordingly, the Company is subject to credit risk if
these Brokers are unable to repay the balance in their accounts.
Pursuant to the Agreements, the Company is required to maintain
minimum regulatory net capital of at least $250,000.

At March 31, 2004, due from clearing and other brokers consisted

of:

Comimissions $ 2,288,989
Syndication and subscription fees 1,072,194
Distribution fees 183,156
Other 344,440

$ 3,888,779

One of the Company’s stockholders has personally guaranteed to
indemnify the Brokers up to $1,200,000 for any losses in -
connection with customer transactions.
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International Strategy & Investment Group In

Property and
Equipment, net

Related Party
Transactions

Employee Benefit
Plan

Notes to Statement of Financial Co

At March 31, 2004, property and equipment, net consisted of:

Life Amount
Computer and equipment 3 years $ 912,299
Leasehold improvements Lease term 770,246
Furniture and fixtures 5 years 456,806
2,139,351
Less accumulated depreciation

and amortization (1,566,847)

$ 572,504

The Company shares its offices and certain personnel,
administrative and overhead expenses with International Strategy
& Investment Inc. (“ISI”), a related party through common
ownership. The Company earns distribution fees from certain
funds managed by ISI. At March 31, 2004, the Company had a
receivable of $85,206 from ISI.

The Company has a defined noncontributory profit sharing plan
under Section 401(k) of the Internal Revenue Code (“Code”)
covering substantially all of the Company’s employees.
Participants may contribute a percentage of compensation, but not
in excess of the maximum allowed under the Code.



International Strategy & Investment Grou

Commitments

Regulatory Net
Capital
Requirements

Liabilities
Subordinated to
Claims of General
Creditors

Notes to Statement of Financial

(a) Office Leases

Minimum annual rental commitments for office space under
noncancellable operating leases approximate:

Year ending March 31,

2005 $ 846,000
2006 , 655,000
2007 76,000
2008 78,000
2009 79,000

$1,734,000

(b) Information Services

The Company is obligated to pay access fees for
information services aggregating approximately $16,000 per
month or $112,000 through October 2004.

The Company is subject to the SEC Uniform Net Capital Rule
(Rule 15¢3-1), which requires the maintenance of minimum
regulatory net capital and a specified ratio of aggregate
indebtedness to regulatory net capital, both as defined, which shall
not exceed 15 to 1. As of March 31, 2004, the Company had
regulatory net capital and a regulatory net capital requirement of
$12,307,247 and $979,190, respectively.  The Company’s
aggregate indebtedness to net capital ratio was 1.19 to 1.

At March 31, 2004, subordinated borrowings consisted of
$550,000 in subordinated notes with stockholders, bearing interest
at 5.5% payable semi-annually and due on demand. None of the
borrowings is available in computing net capital under the
Uniform Net Capital Rule of the SEC.




‘International Strategy & Investment Gro

Notes to Statement of Financial

8. Financial In the normal course of business, the Company executes, as agent,
Instruments with  transactions on behalf of customers. If the agency transactions do
Off-Balance Sheet not settle because of failure to perform by either the customer or
Risk the counterparty, the Company may be obligated to discharge the

obligation of the nonperforming party and, as a result, may incur a
loss if the market value of the security is different from the
contract amount of the transactions.

The Company does not anticipate nonperformance by customers
or counterparties in the above situation. The Company’s policy is
to monitor its market exposure and counterparty risk. In addition,
the Company has a policy of reviewing, as considered necessary,
the credit standing of each counterparty and customer with which
it conducts business.



E BDO Seidman, LLP 330 Madison Avenue

g BD O Accountants and Consultants New York, New York 10017
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Independent Auditors’ Report
on Internal Control Required by Securities
and Exchange Commission Rule 17a-5

Board of Directors and Stockholders
International Strategy & Investment Group Inc.
New York, New York

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements and supplemental
schedule of International Strategy & Investment Group Inc. (“Company”) for the year
ended March 31, 2004, we considered its internal control, including control activities
for safeguarding securities, in order to determine our auditing procedures for the
purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide
assurance on internal control.

Also, as required by rule 17a-5(g)(1) of the Securities and Exchange Commission
(“SEC”), we have made a study of the practices and procedures followed by the
Company including tests of such practices and procedures that we considered relevant
to the objectives stated in rule 17a-5(g) in making the periodic computations of
aggregate indebtedness and net capital under rule 17a-3(a)(11) and for determining
compliance with the exemptive provisions of rule 15¢3-3. Because the Company does
not carry securities accounts for customers or perform custodial functions relating to
customer securities, we did not review the practices and procedures followed by the
Company in any of the following:

Making quarterly securities examinations, counts, verifications, and comparisons.
Recordation of differences required by rule 17a-13.

Complying with the requirements for prompt payment for securities under
Section 8 of Federal Reserve Regulation T of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System.

The management of the Company is responsible for establishing and maintaining
internal control and the practices and procedures referred to in the preceding paragraph.
In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to
assess the expected benefits and related costs of controls, and of the practices and
procedures referred to in the preceding paragraph, and to assess whether those practices
and procedures can be expected to achieve the SEC’s above-mentioned objectives. Two
of the objectives of internal control and the practices and procedures are to provide
management with reasonable but not absolute assurance that assets for which the
Company has responsibility are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or
disposition and that transactions are executed in accordance with management’s

10




BDO Seidman, LLP
BDO Accountants and Consultants
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authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of
America. Rule 17a-5(g) lists additional objectives of the practices and procedures listed
in the preceding paragraph.

Because of inherent limitations in internal control or the practices and procedures
referred to above, error or fraud may occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any
evaluation of them to future periods is subject to the risk that they may become
inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of their design and
operation may deteriorate.

Our consideration of internal control would not necessarily disclose all matters in
internal control that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition
in which the design or operation of the specific internal control components does not
reduce to a relatively low level the risk that error or fraud in amounts that would be
material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be
detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their
assigned functions. However, we noted no matters involving the internal control,
including control activities for safeguarding securities, that we consider to be material
weaknesses as defined above.

We understand that practices and procedures that accomplish the objectives referred to
in the second paragraph of this report are considered by the SEC to be adequate for its
purposes in accordance with the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and related
regulations, and that practices and procedures that do not accomplish such objectives in
all material respects indicate a material inadequacy for such purposes. Based on this
understanding and on our study, we believe that the Company’s practices and
procedures were adequate at March 31, 2004 to meet the SEC’s objectives.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Board of Directors,
management, the SEC, the National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc. and other
regulatory agencies that rely on rule 17a-5(g) under the Securities Exchange Act of
1934 in their regulation of registered brokers and dealers, and is not intended to be and
should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

éAO Ww, esr”

Certified Public Accountants

New York, New York

May 3, 2004
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